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It is probably due to the influence of this wise
kinsman in the family circle that the young man
did not encounter more serious opposition, when,
after two terms and after passing a preliminary
examination, he took his courage in both hands and
announced his intention of defying the verdict of
society and becoming a musician.

On returning to Helsingfors in September, 1886,
Jean Sibelius was therefore able to devote himself
entirely to his great love, music. He continued
along the lines he had started on a year before and
divided his interest between playing the violin and
working out his theoretical problems at his writing
table. Strange to say, it was the violin that formed
the greater attraction for him.

" Everyone has his life's tragedy/' says Sibelius
jokingly, as he looks back upon this period of his
life. " Mine was that I wanted to be a celebrated
violinist at any price. From the time I was fifteen
I played my violin for ten years practically from
morning till night. I hated pen and ink and
infinitely preferred an elegant violin bow. My
preference for the violin lasted quite long, and it
was a very painful awakening when I had to admit
that I had begun my training for the exacting
career of an eminent performer too late. I was at
the age when we chase chimeras and put off as
long as possible looking at reality as it is."

During his first years in Helsingfors the young
musician devoted himself to the study of musical
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